




“Joanna has been 
quietly making work 
that speaks loudly to 
the times we live in”

 - Bill T. Jones

JOANNA KOTZE
THIS IS THE BEGINNING, THIS IS THE END
NOV 6-7 & 11-14, 7:30PM

WORLD PREMIERE | Nov. 12 Stay Late Conversation
2025-2026 Randjelović/Stryker Resident Commissioned Artist (RCA)

this is the beginning, this is the end interrogates the phenomenon of 
history repeating itself through an interdisciplinary work that scrutinizes 
leadership, agency, and the thresholds we encounter individually 
and collectively. Performed by an ensemble of six dancers and two 
musicians, the piece examines how individual bodies carry the residue 
of political and social systems, and how the act of tearing down and 
rebuilding becomes both an artistic and human imperative. Cascading 
waves of intricate, rigorous, layered movement and sound engage the 
current socio-political challenges and reflect on two divergent forces: 
the need for collectivism to accomplish change and, its most dangerous 
manifestation, unthinking conformity.

this is the beginning, this is the end is being created in collaboration with 
dancers Lena Engelstein, Wendell Gray II, Molly Heller, Symara Sarai, and 
Hsiao-Jou Tang and musicians Maralie Armstrong-Rial and Ryan Seaton; 
with lighting design by Kathy Kaufmann, costume design by Christian Joy, 
and set design by 212box.

this is the beginning, this is the end is being commissioned, produced, and will be premiered by New York Live Arts 
as part of the Randjelović/Stryker Resident Commissioned Artist Program (RCA), at Live Arts in New York City in 
Fall 2026, with lead funding from Rockefeller Brothers Fund. this is the beginning, this is the end is co-commissioned 
by The American Dance Festival (ADF) with support from the Doris Duke/SHS Foundations Award for New Works, 
and has been supported in part through residencies at Marble House Project, Milvus Artistic Research Center, 
LMCC’s RehearsalWeek, the Pillow Lab at Jacob’s Pillow, The Chocolate Factory Theater, The Pocantico Center of the 
Rockefeller Brothers Fund, and Loghaven Artist Residency, and is made possible by the New York State Council on the 
Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature. 

Joanna is a recipient of a 2024 Foundation for Contemporary Arts Grants to Artists Award, a 2025 NDP Finalist 
Grant Award, and is a 2026 NYSCA Support for the Artists grantee (Choreography Commissions) with the support of 
Governor Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature, all of which are contributing to the making of this is the 
beginning, this is the end.
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EMILY JOHNSON / CATALYST
ACTIVATING THE DECOLONIZATION RIDER
DEC 2, 4:30PM

The Decolonization Rider is a tool designed to advance decolonization 
within cultural institutions while protecting artists, their work, and 
collaborators. Author Emily Johnson and Decolonization Rider Analyst & 
Strategist Leomary Rodriguez share ways artists and scholars can utilize 
the Decol Rider for self and collective advocacy while institutions can 
use it to create safer, justice-centered engagements, sharing research 
from their Decolonization Assessments. 

Presented with New York Live Arts, Movement Research’s Studies 
Project program. Part 1 is for artists and scholars on Thursday, 
November 19th, 6 to 8pm at Abrons Arts Center . Part 2 is for artists, 
institutional representatives, funders, and scholars on Wednesday, 
December 2nd, 4:30pm at Live Arts.

T to B: Emily Johnson, Leomary Rodriguez; photos courtesy of the artists

“Merging art and activism, Johnson’s expansive work 
[draws] our attention to the land beneath and around 

us — to what has been here before and what could be 
in the future.”

 - The New York Times
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“[Gordon] 
haunts the 
margins of 
history…
conjuring the 
sort of distant 
lives that don’t 
make it into 
textbooks…”
- The New York Times

AIN GORDON WITH JOSH QUILLEN
CONDOLENCE OR A RUG & AN ELF
DEC 10-12, 7:30PM

WORLD PREMIERE | Dec. 10 Stay Late Conversation

2023: crematorium ashes arrive in a Ziplock bag, inside a plastic box, 
inside a cardboard box, all in a non-compostable tote emblazoned with 
an eternal flame. Eternal like the tote’s forever-synthetics or eternal 
like maybe grief? Via little songs & tales of a thrift shop rug, a garden 
elf, Brooklyn’s Sheepshead Bay, small-town England, 3 wedding rings, 
a single cufflink, and a glimpse of the stars, Ain and Josh mourn familial 
absences with bracing candor and silly detail.

CONDOLENCE marks Gordon and Quillen’s 3rd collaboration, their 
first was a New York Times Critic’s Pick, their second continues 
touring nationally. Together, this pair, born of different generations and 
rooted in different disciplines forge a highly personal, nearly fraternal, 
brand of sonic storytelling. Joining the development of this project is  
astrophysicist Dr. Amy Secunda. A Pick Up Performance Co. Production.

Supported by a 2023 Creative Capital Award, Howard Gilman Foundation, New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs, and New York State Council on the Arts.

This work is supported in part by a commission from New York Live Arts’ Live Feed Residency program supported in 
part by Partners for New Performance, and by the Simons Foundation as part of its “Infinite Sums” initiative. For more 
information, visit infinitesums.simonsfoundation.org. 

T to B: Ain Gordon, photo by Maria Baranova; Josh Quillen, photo courtesy of the Pick Up 1918



FRESH TRACKS 2026-2027
Please join us in welcoming this season’s Fresh Tracks artists:
Valentina Baché, Ime Soul, Kimiko Tanabe, and Shamar Watt.

New York Live Arts’ Fresh Tracks Residency & Performance Program 
supports early-career movement-based artists through a season-long 
residency focused on new work creation and professional development. 
Selected artists receive a $5,000 fee, a 60-hour studio residency, 
guidance from Artistic Advisor Martita Abril, and professional 
development support, culminating in a shared evening of new work in the 
theater to be announced as part of our spring season. 

The program originated at Dance Theater Workshop in 1965 to bring new 
choreographic artistry to the forefront.

Funding Fresh Tracks is supported in part by the Jerome Foundation, Alice Lawrence Foundation, and Partners for 
New Performance.

Valentina Baché, photo by Carrie Brautigam. Ime Soul, photo by Carolyne Loreé Teston. 
Kimiko Tanabe, photo by Olga-Rabetskaya. Shamar Watt, photo by Marie Staggat.

VALENTINA BACHÉ IME SOUL

KIMIKO TANABE SHAMAR WATT
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Raja Feather Kelly, photo by Quinn Wharton

Earlier this year, Live Arts named
2019-2020 Randjelović/Stryker Resident 
Commissioned Artist Raja Feather Kelly 
the 2027 Live Artery Festival Guest 
Curator. Kelly’s programming, developed 
in partnership with Bill T. Jones, will be 
announced soon.

Photo courtesy of the feath3r theory

LIVE ARTERY 2027
JAN 12-23
The Live Artery Festival is New York Live Arts’ signature festival 
for contemporary dance and performance, a dynamic hub 
where new work, bold ideas, and the people shaping the field 
converge. Through premieres, works-in-progress, and artist-led 
conversations, Live Artery creates pathways for connection, 
discovery, and the relationships that sustain artists and move 
performance forward.
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DONATE 
Your contribution, no matter the size, is essential in ensuring artists 
are supported, seen, and heard. With your generosity, we provide 
vital resources—commissioning funds, residencies, studio space, and 
professional services—that empower artists at every stage of their 
careers.  

Live Arts thrives on your generosity, and we thank our Trustees, Partners 
in Creation, Partners for New Performance, Patrons Circle, and Donors 
for their vital support. 

To learn how you can contribute to our mission and the artists we serve, 
please visit newyorklivearts.org/support.

Photos above from the 2026 New York Live Arts Gala, by Walter 
Wlodarczyk: (L to R) Samira Nasr, Yashua Simmons, Bill T. Jones/Arnie 
Zane Company, *Amy Newman and *Alan Marks, Mickalene Thomas
* denotes Board of Directors

LIVE CORE
Are you an artist working to connect with larger audiences and raise 
funds to support your work? 

Enrollment in Live Core is $100 for a full year of unlimited access to 
the program’s offerings, including the Fiscal Sponsorship Program, 
discounts on tickets and workshops, professional development services, 
and more!

For more information on joining Live Core, please visit  
newyorklivearts.org/about/opportunities.
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SUPPORTSUPPORT
The creation of new work by Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Company is made 
possible in part by the company’s Partners in Creation: Anne Delaney, 
Zoe Eskin, Eleanor Friedman, Ruth & Stephen Hendel, Suzanne Karpas, 
Ellen M. Poss, Jane Bovingdon Semel, in memory of Linda G. Shapiro, and 
Slobodan Randjelovic & Jon Stryker.

We thank our Partners for New Performance for supporting the Live 
Feed, Fresh Tracks and engagement programs: Alexes Hazen, Linda 
Hirschson, Julie Orlando, Andrea Rosen, and John Robinson.

For a full list, please see newyorklivearts.org/support/contributors

VISIT US 
Tickets can be purchased at newyorklivearts.org or by calling the box 
office at 212.924.0077
Hours: �Monday–Friday: 3pm–9pm

SUPPORT
Support for New York Live Arts is provided by the Alex Katz Foundation, 
Alice Lawrence Foundation, Albertine Foundation, Blanchette Hooker 
Rockefeller Fund, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Booth Ferris Foundation, 
Dance/NYC, Ed Bradley Family Foundation, Fan Fox & Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, Ford Foundation, Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, 
Harkness Foundation for Dance, Howard Gilman Foundation, Jerome 
Foundation, Jerome Robbins Foundation, Joseph and Joan Cullman 
Foundation for the Arts, Lambent Foundation, Marta Heflin Foundation, 
Mellon Foundation, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, Muriel Pollia Foundation, 
National Performance Network, New England Foundation for the 
Arts, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, San Francisco Foundation, Scherman 
Foundation, Simons Foundation, Studio Institute, The Poss Family 
Foundation, The Semel Charitable Foundation, The Shubert Foundation, 
Tides Foundation, Wege Foundation, and Wolf Kahn Foundation. 

Public support for New York Live Arts is provided by the New York 
City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council 
with special thanks to Manhattan Borough President Hoylman-Sigal 
and City Councilmember of District #3 Carl Wilson, and the New York 
State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Kathy Hochul 
and the New York State Legislature. Dance/NYC’s New York City Dance 
Rehearsal Space Subsidy Program that supports Live Arts subsidizing 
our studio spaces, is made possible by the Mellon Foundation.

Corporate support for New York Live Arts is provided by Google and 
Tito’s Handmade Vodka.
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